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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION JANUARY 11, 2010 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR LOCAL CULTURAL RESOURCE DESIGNATION 

OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1201 CLARK STREET, WEST 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA. 

 
INITIATED BY: DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 Katie Horak, Amanda B. Davis, & Bridget Maley of Architectural 

Resources Group (Arg) Contract Planners & John Chase, Liaison 
to the Historic Preservation Commission. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT 
 
Request to deny Local Cultural Resource Designation of a multi-family zoned property 
constructed in 1913 and located at 1201 N. Clark Street in West Hollywood.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission hold a public hearing, 
consider all pertinent testimony and adopt the following Resolution recommending that 
the City Council deny designation of the structure as a Local Cultural Resource: 
 
Draft Resolution No. HPC 10-82  “A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DENY DESIGNATION OF THE 
EXTERIOR OF THE STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 1201 N. CLARK STREET, WEST 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, AS A LOCAL CULTURAL RESOURCE (CRD 009-
003).”    (EXHIBIT A) 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Applicant Information  
A nomination for local Cultural Resource Designation requires that the Historic 
Preservation Commission hold a public hearing and make a recommendation to the City 
Council pursuant to Section 19.58.070 (Review and Approval of Designations).  
  
A. Date of Hearing:   Jan. 11, 2010 
B. Applicant:   City of West Hollywood 
C. Property Owner:   Bruce Brown Trust 
D. Zoning/General Plan:   R4B, High Density Residential 
E. Environmental Status: Categorically Exempt Section 13351 (Historic  
  Resources Restoration/Rehabilitation 
F. Public Notices:  Public notice for CRD 2009-03 was provided in 

accordance with the Municipal Code. 

ITEM 9.B
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Impact of Local Cultural Resource Designation  
Future Demolition of the Site: While a nomination is under review by the City, no 
building or planning permits may be issued that would affect the subject property in a 
way that could impact the nomination.  
 
If this property is designated as a local Cultural Resource and the owner of the site 
wished to pursue the demolition of the site, preparation and circulation of an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) evaluating the impacts of demolition would be 
required in order to proceed.  In that event, if the City Council voted to approve the 
demolition of the structures on the property, it would be required to adopt a statement of 
overriding considerations.  A statement of overriding considerations is a finding that the 
positive effects of a project would outweigh any negative impacts identified in an EIR.  
This step is required when the City Council votes to approve a project which will result 
in unavoidable significant adverse impacts to the environment, such as destruction of a 
Cultural Resource. 
 
Future Alteration of the Site: Once designated, properties require additional review from 
City staff, the Historic Preservation Commission or City Council prior to the issuance of 
any permits to alter the structure.  Specifically, a Certificate of Appropriateness must be 
obtained pursuant to Section 19.58 of the West Hollywood Zoning Ordinance in order to 
obtain permission for most work on the property. 
 
Future Uses on the Site: Rehabilitation Incentives, including adaptive reuse of the site, 
may be available for the benefit of the property owner in the event of designation as a 
Cultural Resource. As outlined in Section 19.58.150 of the West Hollywood Zoning 
Ordinance, Rehabilitation Incentives include the following: 
 
1. Permit fee waivers 
2. Transfer of development rights 
3. Change of use or adaptive reuse 
4. Mills Act Agreements 
5. Reduction in the Development Standards of the Zoning Ordinance 
6. Permitting uses not allowed in the zoning district, but which are permitted in  

 other zoning districts of the City. 
 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
Site History and Surrounding Area 
 
This single-family structure on a multi-family zoned lot is located on the west side of 
Clark Street between Sunset Boulevard and Ozeta Terrace (assessor parcel number 
5560 024 022).  The site is at the northern end of the city, at the city boundaries with 
Hollywood. This area of the city has a mix of single family and multi-family buildings; 
however, the area is primarily zoned multi-family. 
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Site Map   
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Google maps view 
 
Architectural Resources Group Review 
The existing structure at 1201 Clark Street was evaluated by Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG) as part of the City’s ongoing Historic Inventory Update. During the survey, 
ARG found that the site was potentially significant as a local cultural resource. However, 
while the building is sufficiently visible to be deemed potentially eligible in the survey, 
ARG has not been able to gain the access to the site and/or photos that would make 
verification of this potential status possible. Therefore, a thorough architectural 
inspection of the property cannot be undertaken at this time.  Consequently sufficient 
evidence is not available to completely document eligibility, and the findings cannot be 
made that the building meets the requirements of the Zoning Code for status as a 
cultural resource. 
 
ARG Analysis of Craftsman Architecture in Southern California 
The Craftsman style was extremely popular in Southern California residential 
architecture from 1910 to the mid-1920s, with its zenith in the 1910s. The Arts & Crafts 
movement, of which Craftsman style architecture was a part, represents the first popular 
wave of modernist influence in American architecture. Although distinctly a modern – 
that is, a non-historical style – the underpinnings of the style are founded on a rejection 
of the industrial and an embrace of the handcrafted. The residential work of Greene & 
Greene exemplifies the very best of Craftsman style architecture although landmark 
quality examples of the style can be found throughout Southern California. The style 
was widely popularized in architectural and popular journals, certainly the most popular 
vernacular building style of the 1910s. Vernacular examples of the style are typically 
identified simply as "bungalows." Architectural historian Robert Winter has 
characterized this type of house as a "California bungalow" although that nomenclature 
has come to be associated almost exclusively with the Craftsman style. However, 
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despite this association, Winter identifies the bungalow's form and function as the 
primary defining attributes of the type that underlie its stylistic character. Its fundamental 
idea" was one of a convenient little house with style" and “in its conception, the 
bungalow suggested California-its style of life, its mild climate, its casual living with 
nature." The Craftsman bungalow was a ubiquitous element of the Southern California 
landscape in the first decades of the twentieth century. Craftsman-style buildings   
typically found within the survey population are characterized by compact massing and 
plans, gable roofs with overhanging eaves, exposed rafters and purlins, wood clapboard 
or shingle siding, porches with secondary gables, and windows with stylized muntin 
patterns. Although relatively few in number in relationship to their historic significance, 
classic Craftsman bungalows still exist in both the historic Sherman area and the 
eastern portion of the city that shares a developmental history with adjacent Hollywood.  
 
Property Owner 
The owner opposes designation of the property, and is asking the Historic Preservation 
Commission to take action to recommend denial of the nomination based on the 
information available, at the Commission’s earliest possible opportunity.  
 
SUMMARY 
 
Staff finds that the single-family building located at 1201 Clark Street is not eligible for 
listing as a Cultural Resource as it cannot be fully evaluated at this time. Staff 
recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a Resolution HPC No. 
10-82 recommending that the City Council designate the property as a City of West 
Hollywood Cultural Resource. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
1. Adopt the findings in the draft resolution recommending that the City Council approve 
the nomination; 
2. Continue the item, directing staff to gather additional information; or 
3. Direct staff to prepare a resolution recommending that the City Council approve 
designation. 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
 
A. Draft Resolution No. HPC 10-82 
B. Cultural Resource Designation Application 
C. California Department of Parks and Recreation Form from ARG Survey 
 



 

 

RESOLUTION NO. HPC 10-82 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD, 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL DENY 
DESIGNATION OF THE EXTERIOR OF THE STRUCTURE 
LOCATED AT 1201 N. CLARK STREET, WEST 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, AS A LOCAL CULTURAL 
RESOURCE (CRD 009-003). 

 
The Historic Preservation Commission of the City of West Hollywood hereby 

resolves as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The City of West Hollywood’s consultant Architectural Resources 
Group (ARG) identified 1201 Clark Street as being potentially eligible as a cultural 
resource in its survey of R2, R3 and R4 zones in West Hollywood. 
 

SECTION 2.  A public hearing was called and noticed in accordance with 
Municipal Code requirements, specifically: by publication in the Park Labrea 
News/Beverly Press on December 31, 2009, and by mailing to the applicant, property 
owner, and tenants of the property on December 31, 2009.  The public hearing was held 
on January 11, 2010.  The resolution was adopted on January 11, 2010. 
 

SECTION 3.  This request is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to sections 15501 and 15331 of the CEQA 
Guidelines, Historic Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation. 
 
 SECTION 4.  On January 11, 2010 the Historic Preservation Commission held a 
duly noticed public hearing on the nomination application.  The Commission reviewed 
the staff report and written evidence, and took testimony from interested parties.  Based 
upon the written and oral evidence submitted, the Commission makes the following 
findings of fact: 
 

a. The building located at 1201 Clark was constructed in 1913.  This single-
family structure on a multi-family zoned lot is located on the west side of 
Clark Street between Sunset Boulevard and Ozeta Terrace. The assessor 
parcel number for this property is 5560 024 022. 

 
b. The exterior of the structure that it not fully visible from the street and no 

on-site inspection is possible. 
 

c. The subject building is likely illustrative of the Craftsman architectural 
style. However, it cannot be fully evaluated from the public-right-of-way, 
and the owner has not consented to have the property inspected and 
photographed from the site itself.  

 

ITEM 9.B. EXHIBIT A
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SECTION 5. Based upon the foregoing facts and pursuant to Section 

19.58.050.A.3 of the Zoning Ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that 
the single-family building at 1201 Clark Street cannot be fully evaluated for eligibility for 
as a City of West Hollywood Cultural Resource. 
 

SECTION 6.  Based upon the foregoing facts and pursuant to Section 19.58.050 
of the Zoning Code, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the structure 
located at 1201 Clark Street is: 

 
1. Not eligible from Cultural Resource Designation because it cannot be fully 

evaluated. 
 

 SECTION 7. Based upon the foregoing facts, the Historic Preservation 
Commission finds that there is not at the present time sufficient evidence of character-
defining elements of the building. 
 
 SECTION 8.  Therefore, the Historic Preservation Commission recommends that 
the structure located at 1201 Clark Street be denied designation as a Local Cultural 
Resource.  The denial of designation of 1201 Clark Street shall be final upon the City 
Council’s approval of this recommendation. The property not be evaluated by the city  in 
any context, as either an individual resource or as part of a district, for ten years unless 
the nomination statement or application is filed by the current owner of the property 
pursuant to Section 19.58.070 (A) (3) of the Zoning Code.  
 
 
APPROVED BY A MOTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ON 
THIS 11TH DAY OF JANUARY, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
   
 CHAIRPERSON 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION STAFF LIAISON 
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Date Received:   

 
1. APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Name of Applicant: Bridget Maley and Amanda Davis, Architectural Historians/Preservation Planners 

Architectural Resources Group, Inc. (as a result of a survey for R2, R3 and R4 Parcels) 

Street Address: 65 N. Raymond Avenue, Suite #220 

 

City: Pasadena State: California Zip: 91103 

Work Phone: 626-583-1401 Fax: 626-583-1414 E-Mail: bridget@argsf.com 

Name of Preparer (if different):  

Work Phone:  Fax:  E-Mail:  
 

2. OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

Name of Present Owner: Bruce Brown Trust 

Street Address: 1252 Ozeta Terrace 

City: West Hollywood State: California Zip: 90069 

Work Phone:   Fax:  E-Mail:  
 

3. CURRENT SITE INFORMATION 

Common Name of Proposed Landmark: 1201 N. Clark Street 

Present Use: Residential 

 

Street Address: 1201 N. Clark Street 

Assessor’s Mapbook, Page, Parcel: APN# 5560024022 

Legal Description (lot, block, tract) Sherman Heights Tract Lot 20 Blk 1 

ITEM 9.B. EXHIBIT B
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Current Zoning Status Multi-Family Residence 

Lot Area (sq. Ft.) 1,041 Lot Dimensions  
 

4. HISTORIC SITE INFORMATION 

Historic Name  

Original Use Residential 

Is the structure on its original site? Yes Or moved?  

Construction date:  Factual 1913 / 19231  Estimated  

Architect  Owner  

Designer  Contractor  
 

5.  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Briefly describe the historical, architectural, and/or cultural significance of the site according to the criteria 
defined in Section 19.58.050 through Section 19.58.070 of the West Hollywood Zoning code (see end 
attachment) 

The house at 1201 North Clark Street is an example of West Hollywood’s early 20th century residential character 
prior to the boom of the Hollywood movie industry. In many ways, particularly in terms of single-family housing, 
West Hollywood reflects the broader development patterns of Los Angeles and the surrounding region. More 
specifically, this modest expression of the Craftsman style is an increasingly rare example of early construction 
history in West Hollywood. The residence is one of a handful of remaining Craftsman bungalows sprinkled 
throughout the eastern portion of West Hollywood, an area which became intimately linked to the burgeoning 
Hollywood district in the subsequent decades. Originally, the demographic makeup of the eastern West Hollywood 
was a mix of the working class and professionals generally having settled from the Midwest. The area quickly 
became home to a growing community supporting the various film studios being established in the area in the 1920s 
and 1930s. 
 
As an increasingly rare example of early Craftsman construction in West Hollywood pre-dating the 1920s building 
boom, the house at 1201 North Clark Street is potentially eligible for City of West Hollywood Cultural Resource 
Designation under Criterion B. However, given that it not fully visible from the street and no on-site inspection is 
possible, it is recommended that the designation not go forward at this time. 
 

                                                            
1 1913 is the year built and 1923 is the effective year built according to Los Angeles County Assessor. 
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6. DESCRIPTION OF SITE 
 
Describe the site, structure or district, noting all significant features.  The description should address the 
style, construction, interior design, landscaping and surroundings, where appropriate.  Attach additional 
sheets, if necessary. 

This property is largely obscured from view from the public right-of-way by mature vegetation. This Craftsman 
style bungalow was constructed in 1913 (with an effective year built of 1923), according to Los Angeles County 
property records. Oriented to the east, the house sits atop a hillside parcel and is reached by a set of concrete stairs. 
Sanborn fire insurance maps indicate a slightly irregular rectangular plan. It is one-story tall and topped by a gable-
front roof. A partial-width porch with a secondary gable extends across the southern half of the main facade. 
Decorative stickwork and braces fill the gable peaks. The building is sided with wood clapboards. Fenestration 
could not be identified from the public right-of way. A one-car garage is located at the street level at the north line of 
the property. The property is enclosed by an iron gate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe any alteration to the site.  No alterations visible. 

Condition: Excellent  Good  x Fair   Poor   
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7. HISTORY OF SITE 

Outline the history of the site, structure of district, defining how it is associated with important persons, 
significant events or patterns of history.  Attach additional sheets, if necessary. 

Occupant History 
 
The subject property represents a modest Craftsman bungalow associated with the early growth of the city in the 
first decades of the twentieth century.  Constructed in 1913 (with an effective year built of 1923), 1201 Clark Street 
was surrounded by single-family dwellings in contrast to the multi-family dwellings that now occupy the street. No 
original building permits exist at the City of West Hollywood. The earliest building permit dates to 1992. California 
Voter Registration records were able to trace occupancy at the residence as early as 1928. According to Voter 
Registration records, a variety of professionals resided at the property from 1928 through 1956 and is summarized as 
follows: 
 
1928 Mallon, James D  broker 
1930 Mallon, James D  realtor   
1934 Flynn, Joseph S.  
 Flynn, Mrs. Phyllis W. 
1936 Edmiston, Frank S.  salesman 
 Edmiston, Mrs. Hazel G. housewife  
1944 Edmiston, Frank S.  salesman for stocks & bonds co. (1930 US Census) 
 Edmiston, Hazel G. secretary for automobile sales co. (1930 US Census) 
1956 LA Equinet J E   (City Directories) 
 
 No additional occupant information was located after 1956.  
 
 
Architectural style 
 
1201 Clark Street is a modest example of the Craftsman style and one of a few intact examples remaining from the 
early 20th century in West Hollywood. The Craftsman style was extremely popular in Southern California residential 
architecture from 1910 to the mid-1920s, with its zenith in the 1910s. The Arts & Crafts movement, of which 
Craftsman style architecture was a part, represents the first popular wave of modernist influence in American 
architecture. Although distinctly a modern--that is, ahistorical--style, the underpinnings of the style are founded on a 
rejection of the industrial and an embrace of the handcrafted. Vernacular examples of the style are typically 
identified simply as "bungalows." Architectural historian Robert Winter has characterized this type of house as a 
"California bungalow" although that nomenclature has come to be associated almost exclusively with the Craftsman 
style. However, despite this association, Winter identifies the bungalow's form and function as the primary defining 
attributes of the type that underlie its stylistic character. Its "fundamental idea" was one of a convenient little house 
with style" and "[i]n its conception, the bungalow suggested California-its style of life, its mild climate, its casual 
living with nature." The Craftsman bungalow was a ubiquitous element of the Southern California landscape in the 
first decades of the twentieth century. Craftsman-style buildings typically found within the survey population are 
characterized by compact massing and plans, gable roofs with overhanging eaves, exposed rafters and purlins, wood 
clapboard or shingle siding, porches with secondary gables, and windows with stylized muntin patterns. Although 
relatively few in number in relationship to their historic significance, classic Craftsman bungalows still exist in both 
the historic Sherman area and the eastern portion of the city that shares a developmental history with adjacent 
Hollywood.  
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  Sanborn Maps, vol. 10, 1951, p. 1006. 
 
 

8.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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1 2 1201 N CLARK ST

Not for Publication Unrestricted

1201 North CLARK ST 90069

5560024022

This property is largely obscured from view from the public right-of-way by mature vegetation.  This Craftsman style bungalow
was constructed in 1913 according to Los Angeles County property records.  Oriented to the east, the house sits atop a hillside
parcel and is reached by a step set of concrete stairs.  Sanborn fire insurance maps indicate a slightly irregular rectangular plan.
It is one-story tall and topped by a gablefront roof.  A partial-width porch with a secondary gable extends across the southern half
of the main facade. Decorative stickwork and braces fill the gable peaks.  Field notes indicate that the building is sided with
wooden clapboards. Fenestration could not be identified from the public right-of way. A one-car garage is located at the street
level at the north line of the property.  The property is enclosed by an iron gate.

HP2 - Single Family Property
Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates,etc.)

View facing southwest
December 2005

Historic Prehistoric Both
1913
LA County Tax Assessor Records

None
Location Map
Sketch Map

Continuation Sheet
Building, Structure, and Object Record
Archaeological Record

District Record
Linear Feature Record
Milling Station Record

Rock Art Record
Artifact Record
Photograph Record

Other (List)

1252 OZETA TER
WEST HOLLYWOOD 90069

BROWN BRUCE TRUST

City of West Hollywood R2, R3, R4
Citywide Historic Resources Survey

Architectural Resources Group. City of West Hollywood R2,R3,R4 Citywide Historic Resources Survey Final Report, 2007.

February 2007

Jeni Rohlin/Katie Wollan

Los Angeles

West Hollywood

x

  HP3 - Multiple Family Property
X

X

ITEM 9.B. EXHIBIT C



Primary #
HRI #

of NRHP Status Code
Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)

B11. Additional Resource Attributes:

B14. Evaluator:
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B8. Related Features:
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Period of Significance Property Type Applicable Criteria
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

B12. References:

B13. Remarks:

(This space reserved for official comments.)

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)
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1201 N CLARK ST

Craftsman

No Yes Unknown

Architecture, Settlement West Hollywood (Sherman)
1913 Bungalow A1, A3

The Craftsman style was extremely popular in Southern California residential architecture from 1910 to the mid-1920s, with its zenith in the 1910s. The Arts & Crafts movement, of which

Craftsman style architecture was a part, represents the first popular wave of modernist influence in American architecture. Although distinctly a modern--that is, ahistorical--style, the

underpinnings of the style are founded on a rejection of the industrial and an embrace of the handcrafted. The residential work of Greene & Greene exemplifies the very best of Craftsman style

architecture, although landmark quality examples of the style can be found throughout Southern California.  The style was widely popularized in architectural and popular journals, certainly the

most popular vernacular building style of the 1910s.  Vernacular examples of the style are typically identified simply as "bungalows." Architectural historian Robert Winter has characterized this

type of house as a "California bungalow" although that nomenclature has come to be associated almost exclusively with the Craftsman style.  However, despite this association, Winter identifies

the bungalow's form and function as the primary defining attributes of the type that underlie its stylistic character.   Its "fundamental idea" was one of a convenient little house with style" and "[i]n

its conception, the bungalow suggested California-its style of life, its mild climate, its casual living with nature."  The Craftsman bungalow was a ubiquitous element of the Southern California

landscape in the first decades of the twentieth century.   Craftsman-style buildings typically found within the survey population are characterized by compact massing and plans, gable roofs with

overhanging eaves, exposed rafters and purlins, wood clapboard or shingle siding, porches with secondary gables, and windows with stylized muntin patterns.   Although relatively few in number

in relationship to their historic significance, classic Craftsman bungalows still exist in both the historic Sherman area and the eastern portion of the city that shares a developmental history with

adjacent Hollywood. This property does not appear to be an individually significant example of its architectural style or property type.  It does not appear to be individually eligible for historic

designation at the state or federal level. Although it has suffered alterations, it may be eligible for listing as part of a local thematic grouping of Craftsman style houses and bungalows or,

individually, under local Criterion  B.

HP2 - Single Family Property

See Bibliography, Final Survey Report.




